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WHAT PATRIOTISM MEANS TO ME 

 

 
 

Patriotism is defined by the Webster dictionary as "love for or devotion to 
one's country". But to me it means so much more. 

To me, patriotism means supporting our country in good times or bad; to 
never lose faith in our country; flying the flag to show respect and devotion to our 
country; and honoring those who have served in the defense of this nation, both 
living and dead, retired or active. 

Patriotism means supporting and loving our country even when it's going 
through rough or difficult times. You still love our country, even when things are 
not as you desire or you would like. Devotion to our country means standing with 
it, no matter what, and working to make it better. 

Patriotism means never losing faith in our country. You know that the ideals 
that our country is founded on hold true and you stand by them. You don't give up 
just because something isn't going the way you think it should go. You trust our 
country to get back on the right path when it has strayed off it. 

Patriotism is demonstrated by flying our country's flag, whether at home, at 
work, at school, or at events. Flying the flag shows that you respect our country 
and that you are devoted to our country. Flying the flag doesn't mean that you 
support everything that has happened in the past, but means that you love our 
country, and you love what is best about it. 

Patriotism is also demonstrated by how you treat those who have served this 
country; both active and retired; living or dead. You can show your respect by your 
behavior towards them. You can shake their hand, tell them thank you for their 
service; telling them they are heroes, and by helping them in any way you can. 
Patriotism means honoring those who have died by keeping their burial places 
clean, neat, and undamaged. 

Patriotism does not mean that our country is perfect, but means that we 
strive to be the best we can. 


